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Name KROKODIL Association, Serbia, Belgrade 

Short 
description 

Association Krokodil was founded in December 2009. Its main scope 
of work is promotion of literary and cultural activities in the region of 
Western Balkans and Europe.  
Association KROKODIL is dedicated to production of literary, cultural 
and sociopolitical programs and projects with the aim of developing 
literary audiences and those that are interested in culture as such, 
promotion of the culture of dialogue, reconciliation and 
reconstruction of the broken links particularly in the region of the 
Western Balkans but also in deepening of the mutual understanding 
and the acceptance of differences in the European context and 
elsewhere. 

Small team of people are dedicated to developing the main segments 
of our mission: annual literary festival KROKODIL, KROKODIL's 
Writer-in-residence program in Belgrade, Festival of literature and 
illustration for children KROKODOKODIL and KROKODIL-on-the-
Road, a travelling version of the literary festival KROKODIL, 
KROKODIL'S Belgrade Debate on Europe (BDE) - a socio-political 
annual debate conference on the past, present and future of Europe. 

 
In these past eight years, festival KROKODIL became one of the most 
distinguished literary events in the region. It attracts large audiences, 
while our other activities, primarily KROKODIL's Writer-in-residence 
program as the only continuous program of such kind in Serbia, are 
constantly keeping us in the public eye.  
So far, eight main summer literary festivals, and twelve travelling 
editions of the festival were oganized in seven European countries, 
with participation of more then 200 authors from Serbia, Western 
Balkans and Europe.  
 
Association KROKODIL also launched Belgrade’s very first WRITER-
IN-RESIDENCE PROGRAM in October 2012. In the first four years of 
activity, this programme hosted more than 45 authors from seventeen 
European countries. Through this activity association attempts to 



intensify and sustain cultural communication with both immediate 
surroundings (cross-border cooperation), as well as with the 
European countries. This is of utmost importance for Serbian society, 
which has been under political, cultural, economic blockade for many 
years, and has suffered from the lack of communication on all 
mentioned fields.  
 
In 2013. Association KROKODIL established a version of the festival 
dedicated to writing and illustration for children entitled 
KROKODOKODIL with the aim to engage youngest literary audiences 
and thus actively participate in audience development. The 
KROKODOKODIL festival is a contemporary, multimedia combination 
of festival event and theatre-play. With its' fast pace and humorous 
approach it is particularly appealing to the new generations. So far, 
three annual festivals were held with participation of some of the 
most distinguished names from Serbia and the region with guest 
performances of well-known European writers for children such as 
Lena Ollmark from Sweden and Ute Wegmann from Germany. 
 
Association KROKODIL also develops, launches and organizes 
numerous other events such as international conferences, meetings, 
debates, book promotions etc. One of the most important events of 
such kind to date is the big "Belgrade Debate on Europe" held in 
Belgrade in December 2014. and entitled "What We Talk About When 
We Talk About Europe". It was executed in cooperation with a 
number of partners such as Goethe Institute, Traduki, Allianz 
Kulturstiftung and the German Academy of Language and Literature. 
Currently, throughout 2016, the series of conferences "Languages and 
Nationalisms", organised in cooperation with regional partners 
(Udruga Kurs from Croatia, PEN Center from B&H and Center for Civic 
Education from Montenegro) are held in Podgorica, Split, Belgrade 
and Sarajevo with participation of the most prominent linguists in the 
region and the mission to openly discuss justification of the existence 
of the four separate (political) languages that replaced the former 
Serbo-Croatian language upon disintegration of Yugoslavia. 
 
Some of the recent projects that KROKODILE realized: 
 
Languages and nationalisms (April – November 2016) 
Series of linguistic conferences held in Croatia, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Serbia and Montenegro with the aim to discuss the 
political misuse of linguistic science from the 1990s onwards. 
 
Festival Krokodil (June 2016) 
Eighth festival KROKODIL presented more than 30 writers from 17 
countries in the course of three days in Belgrade and Niš, with debate 
programs and festival evenings. 
 
Writer-in-residence program in Belgrade (January - December 



2016) 
In 2016. association KROKODIL will host 12 guest writers from 9 
different countries, in monthly residence in Belgrade. In 2016, some of 
the guests were: Ingo Schulze (Germany), Karin Peschka (Austria), Lea 
Lescure (France), Jan Sonnergaard (Denmark). Jean-Lorin Sterian 
(Romania). Jasna Zmak (Croatia). Slobodan Šnajder (Croatia). Alen 
Mešković (Denmark)… 
 
Festival of literature and illustration for children 
KROKODOKODIL (21.October 2015) 
In 2015, festival of literature and illustration for children was 
dedicated to the relationship between film and books. It included 
workshops, exhibitions and literary program. 
 
Writer-in-residence program in Belgrade (January – December 
2015) 
Krokodil's Writer-in-residence program in 2015 hosted 11 writers 
and one group of students of Serbian language from Poland. The 
writers had different activities, ranging from readings, workshops 
with students, study visits to archives and museums, public 
performances... 
 
Festival Krokodil (June 2015) 
Seventh festival of literature included the selection of Swedish 
writers. Debate programs were included in the program, and hosted 
some of the most renowned authors such as Dubravka Ugresic, Steve-
Sem Sandberg, Filip David. Festival also had the regular evening 
readings. 
 
Belgrade Debate on Europe – What do we talk about when we 
talk about Europe (December 2014) 
Three day conference on the hot topics of Europe and EU with special 
focus to the non-EU countries of Europe, organized by German 
Academy for Literature, Allianz Kulturstiftung, S Fischer Stiftung, 
Goethe-institut and Krokodil. 
 
Create In residence - Exchange of Writer-in-residence programs 
between Serbia and Sweden (September 2014 – December 2015) 
In course of one and a half years, four writers and two comic book 
authors from Serbia went to Artist-in-residence programs in Sweden 
(Malmo, and Gottland), while all together seven writers from Sweden 
spent a month in Belgrade. 
 
Centres of periphery (March 2015- June 2015) 
Festival KROKODIL and festival Littfest from Umea, Sweden, had 
special focuses in their festival dedicated to the program from the two 
cities. First, Krokodil represented itself in Umea in March, and then 
the selection of writers came to literary festival Krokodil in June. 
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Project  
 

Field(s) Interdisciplinary, contemporary approach to European heritage  

Description 

 
1968 Revisited: Spirit of Rebellion Lives On! Or Does It?  
 
On the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of various dynamic events 
of the seminal year 1968, independent organizations from Austria, 
Serbia, Czech Republic, France and/or Germany initiate a joint 
program entitled "1968 Revisited: Spirit of Rebellion Lives On! Or 
Does It?" 
 
Through the deep analysis of different events from this year as well as 
their implications on the time to come (bringing us all the way to our 
present day and age), the goal of this project is to map, define and re-
evaluate different social, political and artistic practices the roots of 
which are to be found in 1968 and whose influence, whether open or 
secret, reaches all the way to the present days. 
Starting from Student demonstrations in Paris that soon spread like 
fire onto other University centers in France but then also towards 
other European countries reaching even the countries with 
communist system (albeit not behind the Iron Curtain) such as 
Yugoslavia, this important year is also marked with other equally 
significant events such as the Prague Spring in former Czechoslovakia 
or the emergence of radical conceptual and performative artistic 
scenes all over the European continent. Together with the peak of the 
flourishing of colorful youth subcultures predominantly in the Anglo-
Saxon world with the Hippy Flower Power pacifistic movement 
directed mainly against the War in Vietnam but also in juxtaposition 
of the brutal murders of some of the most influential thinkers and civil 
rights leaders or defenders of the era, such as Martin Luther King and 
Malcolm X, all of these events, often interconnected only in hindsight, 
contributed significantly, for better or for worse, to shaping the world 
as we know it. 
What is the legacy of 1968? How is it perceived today? Is there a way 
to utilize this knowledge in order to improve the world in which we 
live? What are the negative consequences of the hyper-dynamic legacy 
of the era? What could have been done better and what chances are 
forever lost? What would the world be like today if there was not for 
1968? 
All of these questions, and many more, will be discussed in the series 
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of conferences, seminars, cross-European residential programs, 
different forms of artistic cooperation and activities spanning several 
distinct European realities, both within the borders of the EU and 
outside of them, allowing the veterans of 1968 but also intellectuals, 
thinkers and artists of younger generations and from different 
cultures to spread and confront their views in order to conclude if half 
a century that now separates us from that seminal year has indeed 
been a time lost? 
Or maybe the Spirit of Rebellion sparked so long ago still lives on? 
 

 
 
Partners searched 
 

Countries France, Czech Republic, Germany 

Profile 

Institutions and organizations active in the field of the socio-cultural 
sphere,  which are dealing with questions of Europe’s identity through 
activities such as public debates, conferences, analysis, research 
projects, educative workshops, as well as the production of art 
projects and programs which enable mobility of artists and cultural 
workers.  

 
 
 


